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Public Invited to MCC Pow Wow

Submitted by Julie Ruiz on Tue, 3/4/2025 - 10:43 AM

MESA, Arizona -- March 4, 2025 -- Native American dancers, drummers, authentic food and

crafts are just a few highlights of the Thunderbird Social Pow Wow being hosted by the Mesa

Community College (MCC) Inter-Tribal Student Organization (ISO) and American Indian Institute.

The celebration will be Saturday, March 8 from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. at the practice soccer field

near the John D. Riggs Stadium on the MCC Southern and Dobson Campus, 1833 W. Southern

Ave. Gourd Dances will occur at 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. with Grand Entry of dancers at 1 p.m. and 7

p.m.

The Thunderbird Pow Wow is a signature cultural event that celebrates Indigenous nations from

across the country, drawing up to 500 attendees. The gathering provides a platform to

showcase Indigenous cultures in an educational setting, offering students, faculty and the

broader community an opportunity to engage with and learn about traditions they may not be

familiar with.

Featured dances include traditional performances from Southern and Northern Plains warrior

societies such as Gourd Dancing, Women’s Fancy Shawl, Women’s Jingle, Men’s Grass Dance and

Men’s Fancy Dance.
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“By holding the pow wow on our campus, we create a space for cultural education and

awareness, reaching a younger, more diverse audience. The event serves not only as a

celebration of Native American culture but also as a platform for cross-cultural exchange,

fostering education, unity and respect for Indigenous traditions in a contemporary setting,” said

MCC ISO Advisor Leora Smith. “It’s a meaningful occasion promoting understanding and

appreciation of Indigenous cultures within the wider community.”

MCC proudly serves Indigenous students from all 22 Arizona Federally Recognized Tribal

Nations and others. MCC and the Maricopa Community Colleges are dedicated to empowering

and supporting Indigenous students and communities through cultural and academic initiatives.

Learn more and connect with a representative from MCC’s American Indian Institute by visiting

mesacc.edu/aii.

# # #

Media contact: Drea Yazzie, quindrea.yazzie@mesacc.edu or 480-461-7056.

Mesa Community College (MCC), which is celebrating its 60th anniversary during 2025, is

nationally recognized for its excellence in university transfer, career and technical programs,

civic engagement, and innovative education. Serving over 25,500 students annually, MCC offers

a range of degree and certificate programs across its two campuses and additional locations.

MCC students contribute more than 8,500 hours of community service annually. For nearly 60

years, MCC has been a key resource for education, workforce development, and lifelong

learning. The college enhances student success through Guided Pathways with Integrated

Support Services. A Hispanic Serving Institution, nearly 50% of MCC students are first-generation

college attendees, and it boasts the largest indigenous student population among Maricopa

County Community College District (MCCCD) colleges. The MCC American Indian Institute

supports students from 22 Arizona tribes and additional out-of-state tribes. MCC's diverse

student body includes hundreds of international students. Our award-winning faculty are

committed to helping students achieve their goals through high-quality education and training.

Located in the East Valley of Phoenix, Arizona, on the traditional lands of the O'odham, Piipaash,

and Yavapai Peoples, MCC is one of 10 MCCCD colleges. Learn more at mesacc.edu.

MCC is accredited by the Higher Learning Commission (HLC), hlcommission.org.

The Maricopa County Community College District (MCCCD) is an EEO/AA institution and an equal

opportunity employer of protected veterans and individuals with disabilities. All qualified applicants
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will receive consideration for employment without regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual

orientation, gender identity, age, or national origin. A lack of English language skills will not be a

barrier to admission and participation in the career and technical education programs of the District.

MCCCD does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its

programs or activities. For Title IX/504 concerns, call the following number to reach the appointed

coordinator: (480) 731-8499. For additional information, as well as a listing of all coordinators within

the Maricopa College system, visit www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination.

Events & News

Press Releases

Media Coverage

Locations

Southern and Dobson Campus

1833 West Southern Ave

Mesa, AZ 85202

480-461-7000

Campus Map - Southern & Dobson

Red Mountain Campus

7110 East McKellips Road

Mesa, AZ 85207

480-654-7200

Campus Map - Red Mountain

MCC Online

1833 West Southern Ave

Mesa, AZ 85202

http://www.maricopa.edu/non-discrimination?__hstc=226443589.188305195271a53ea7b595a68d193553.1717534721296.1741102948886.1741106770357.739&__hssc=226443589.12.1741106770357&__hsfp=971786542
https://www.mesacc.edu/events
https://www.mesacc.edu/news/press-releases
https://www.mesacc.edu/news/media-coverage
https://www.mesacc.edu/locations/southern-dobson-campus
https://www.mesacc.edu/locations/southern-dobson-campus
https://www.mesacc.edu/locations/southern-dobson-campus
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://www.mesacc.edu/maps/southern-dobson-campus
https://www.mesacc.edu/locations/red-mountain-campus
https://www.mesacc.edu/locations/red-mountain-campus
https://www.mesacc.edu/locations/red-mountain-campus
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=2&oq=Mesa+Comm&sll=33.451544,-111.677396&sspn=0.007654,0.009581&vpsrc=0&g=7110+East+McKellips+Road,+Mesa,+AZ&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&t=m&z=15&iwloc=A&cid=12386431129014485167
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=2&oq=Mesa+Comm&sll=33.451544,-111.677396&sspn=0.007654,0.009581&vpsrc=0&g=7110+East+McKellips+Road,+Mesa,+AZ&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&t=m&z=15&iwloc=A&cid=12386431129014485167
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=2&oq=Mesa+Comm&sll=33.451544,-111.677396&sspn=0.007654,0.009581&vpsrc=0&g=7110+East+McKellips+Road,+Mesa,+AZ&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&t=m&z=15&iwloc=A&cid=12386431129014485167
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=2&oq=Mesa+Comm&sll=33.451544,-111.677396&sspn=0.007654,0.009581&vpsrc=0&g=7110+East+McKellips+Road,+Mesa,+AZ&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&t=m&z=15&iwloc=A&cid=12386431129014485167
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=2&oq=Mesa+Comm&sll=33.451544,-111.677396&sspn=0.007654,0.009581&vpsrc=0&g=7110+East+McKellips+Road,+Mesa,+AZ&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Red+Mountain+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&t=m&z=15&iwloc=A&cid=12386431129014485167
https://www.mesacc.edu/maps/red-mountain-campus
https://www.mesacc.edu/online
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+%26+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&aq=&sll=33.456654,-111.679487&sspn=0.030613,0.038323&vpsrc=6&ie=UTF8&hq=Mesa+Community+College+-+Southern+and+Dobson+Campus,+Mesa,+AZ&hnear=&radius=15000&ll=33.392063,-111.872009&spn=0.007659,0.009581&t=m&z=17&iwloc=A&cid=6768540005639575714


Admissions

Student Center

My Maricopa

Canvas

Library

Get Help

Financial Aid

College Police

Disability Resources & Services

Intranet

Employees

Visit our Athletics website

Get the My Maricopa Portal App

Annual Notifications Consumer Information Disclaimer

Non-Discrimination Statements Web Accessibility

https://www.mesacc.edu/admissions-records
https://redirect.maricopa.edu/student-center
https://portal.maricopa.edu/
https://learn.maricopa.edu/
https://www.mesacc.edu/library
https://www.mesacc.edu/get-help
https://www.mesacc.edu/financial-aid
https://www.mesacc.edu/college-police
https://www.mesacc.edu/disability-services
https://www.mesacc.edu/intranet
https://www.mesacc.edu/employees
https://mesatbirdsports.com/
https://mesatbirdsports.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mesacc
https://instagram.com/mesacc
https://www.youtube.com/user/mesacc
https://x.com/mesacc
https://linkedin.com/school/mesacc
https://redirect.maricopa.edu/portal-app-apple
https://redirect.maricopa.edu/portal-app-google
https://district.maricopa.edu/consumer-information/annual-notifications
https://district.maricopa.edu/consumer-information
https://www.maricopa.edu/about/disclaimer
https://district.maricopa.edu/consumer-information/non-discrimination-statements
https://www.maricopa.edu/about/web-accessibility-statement
https://www.maricopa.edu/
https://www.mesacc.edu/


© 2025 Mesa Community College  | 480-461-7000

https://www.mesacc.edu/

